Animal care – horse

Characters with this skill are used to dealing with horses. They are aware of the requirements of the animal as regards to general care, feeding, grooming and exercise. They will also be likely to spot any developing illness or sign of discomfort. Typically, this skill applies to horses, other equines and cattle.

General care

· Basic horse care is a necessary and rewarding part of owning a horse.

· If the horse is in good condition (adequately fed and injury free) it can be safely ridden a 100 miles in three days. In fact, 25 miles can be easily covered in a single morning with good conditions. However anything such as bad weather, mud, loose shale, or any type of injury happen, you’ll end up covering a lot less.

· As herd animals and grass eaters (i.e. not predators), horses are nervous. They are afraid of stumps, forests and rivers. Almost any unfamiliar thing will spook one. A spooked horse can be very dangerous and can easily bolt (run away).

Feeding

· Twice a day. Three times a day is better

1. water (drinks 8 to 12 gallons of water per day! So water at every opportunity)

2. hay

3. grain

4. feed in small amounts and often

5. do not work hard following a full feed

· Feeding place should be, preferably, a clean, well-ventilated stall. It is most natural for a horse to eat with its head lowered - this helps clear their breathing. Never feed in the mud. Feeding on sand or muddy ground can lead to ingestion of dirt causing serious digestion problems.

· The mix is about 12 lbs forage and 1 lb grains (for an average 1,000 lb. horse). The seeding mix varies depending on physical activity:

· pasture = 15 lbs + ½ lb

· hard work (5-8 hours per day under saddle) = 10 lbs + 1½ lb

· forage = grass hay (aka Timothy), alfalfa hay (best but most expensive), pasture grass (very common in wilderness but too much bad for digestion)

· grains = grain, oats, corn, wheat, barley and rye

· A horse should never be fed hay or grain that is moldy, dusty, weedy or contains strange substance.

Grooming
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Grooming, in particular, can be very soothing to both horse and owner, helping form that special bond that will last a lifetime.

· A horse should be thoroughly groomed before it is ridden each day and again after it has finished working.

· It is often said that it is the hoof that makes the horse. Indeed, the hoof supports every part of the horse. No hooves, no horse. Hooves should be trimmed every 6 to 8 weeks. If this is not done, it causes the horse to be off balance. This improper stance in order to maintain balance leads to lameness, or crippling, of the horse. Uneven hooves can be easily trimmed by a Farrier (common in some villages, most towns and every city). This is also a good time to have the shoes changed ().

· Never put a mount away without washing off his girth area and around his ears. Dried sweat is a sure thing to produce girth galls and sores, which will mean no riding unless you're into bridle-less, bareback riding!

Exercise

· Horses must exercise. If the pasture or pen is large enough, the horse will regulate its own exercise. If not, it should be taken out of the stall or pen and ridden, led or otherwise exercised at least 30 minutes, preferably much longer, once or twice each day.

· Always walk the first mile away from home and the last mile back home: this ensures that the mount is well warmed up before starting faster work and well cooled down before coming home.

Illness & discomfort

· A horse can't say when he is too hot, too tired, or too thirsty to go on. So observe the way of going. Listen to the beats as his hooves strike the ground. Look at his shadow on the ground. If in doubt, dismount and observe from the ground.

· Always check a horse’s hooves for rocks both before and after riding. If traversing rocky areas, check more often.

· Solidly rock hard muscle indicates cramp. The muscle shouldn't be quivering, either. If it does quiver, observe long enough to make sure there wasn't a fly bothering the horse in that particular area.

· Gut sounds - place your ear against the belly. Some sounds are normal, but excessive sounds or none at all could indicate possible colic.

· Pinch the skin near the withers. It should take less than one second to go back in place. If it takes longer, your horse is probably dehydrated.

Costs

· Stabling = 1/6 per day

· Shoeing = 16/6 per shoe

· Saddle bags = 2-5 GCs

· Bridle = 5-10 GCs

· Saddle = 35-50 GCs
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