from Sites of mystical interest in Kislev
Gdov – this city dates back to the 15th century when the Ilmen founded it as their summer capital. Although strategically weak by its barren geographical nature and subject to harsh winters, the Ilmen were keen to settle here to escape the terrible heat and insect swarms of the plains and valleys in summer. The subsequent discovery of large silver deposits quickly transformed the town. With the surge of wealth that followed, large numbers of Ilmen settled the area and within a couple of hundred years much of the ancient traditions and cultures and disappeared. However over time new legends began to appear telling fantastical creatures, strange spirits and unexplained events. Several years later, skomorrokhs, varga and even volkhvs, the bedrock of Ilmen society, began return in droves, no doubt attracted by the stories of power and wealth. The only covered stone place of worship ever built by the Ilmen was built in the 18th century. However the city’s wealth eventually attracted the jealous eye of the newly arrived Norse and in 1901 the northern barbarians crushed the city. Eager to stamp their authority and eliminate the much-feared varga, the Norse destroyed the Ilmen monastery. The ruins still stand today and merit inspection, if only for the intricate carvings and primitive attempts at mimicking dwarven runes. The frieze of Zmei Warog at the far end of western crypt is of particular note.

Shast – home to one of the oldest collection of Vedonic standing stones, this lake today bears little resemblance to its past glory. At its height during the 12th century, it is said that the elves themselves built a vast palace on its shores. Few tribes legends explain its disappeared but occasionally small pieces of intricate marble are found on the shores following heavy rain or flooding. One tale explains that upon learning the fairy tongue the Vedon discovered that their introvert neighbours were stealing the lake’s spirits for their devil advancement. Furious the Vedon summon the great spirit of the lake and eager to protect its young, it destroyed the grasping elves and their exquisite palace. Should you visit, mind to steer clear of the caves the border the northern edges of the lake, especially at night and avoid Shast altogether during the full moon.

Okana - birthplace of all Kislev’s creatures and home to evil spectre Vodyanoy this waterfall is a place of exceptional beauty and tranquillity throughout the year. Do not be fooled though, as many a bogatyr has lost his life to the dreaded rusalki who live in the nearby trees, as he stopped to drink from and bathe in her refreshing waters. This has not stopped many treasure-hunters, prospectors and adventurers venturing into the area in the hope of discovering the legendary treasures of the bogatyrs and capturing the fantastic beasts that are said to roam this enchanted sanctuary.
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