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A Treatise on the fantastical creatures of the lands of Kislev
under the heading Zmei or Great sleepers 
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Several legends speak of great serpents that live in these vast and harsh lands. One of many Kislevite folklore explains that the appearance of a rainbow, signifies that the great Tugarin Zmeevich serpent lowering its head to drink and therefore all women must remain indoors and flick three drops of votka to the northern wind. While this allegory is a delightful one it demonstrates that much of what is told about the Zmei is to be considered with some scepticism.

Perhaps the only statement that can be made with any real degree of certainty is that Zmei generally display a perplexing character that appears to be a fusion of their Imperial cousins’ benevolence and their northern brethren’s malice. For example, while partial to the savours of human flesh, particularly virgin maidens, Zmei have been know keep promises and even displayed primitive forms of compassion. In the folk epic of Dobrynia and the Zmei Gorynich, the hero Dobrynia uses his mother’s advice to escape the zmei’s initial attack and his own cunning to subjugate it. By sparring the creature’s life, later in his hour of need Zmei Gorynich saves the young bogatyr.
In terms of their size and appearance, Zmei vary almost as much as the seasons themselves. However certain features can return over and over again. Zmei always seem to have numerous heads. Most Zmei appear to have the body of a serpent or reptile. More often than not they dwell in large expanses of water such a lakes and even rivers. One important difference from their Imperial and northern cousins is that they rarely demonstrate the ability to fly.

The appearance of a Zmei is rarely a purely random one. It seems that they are usual summoned or rather awoken from their eternal sleep in The Thrice Blessed Kingdom. The Zmei usually reveal themselves in return for a heinous covenant or exchange. The reason is that a Zmei’s very manifestation is sure portent. Indeed most of Kislev’s greatest cataclysms are foretold by the appearance of a Zmei.

Past these characteristics, any further form of generalisation is not only foolish but dangerous. It is important to note that since Injold the Red’s slaying of the Zmei Warog the Fire Serpent, at the beginning of the 19th century, near the town of Gdov, no further sightings have been recorded. Nonetheless tales remain of localized worship of these spirits particularly in the more sheltered regions where our clerics have yet to establish themselves.

