Secret Language – Ranger

Ranger characters can speak the secret Ranger tongue an old traditional language of the woods passed on from father to son and occasionally taught to favoured individuals.

Also know as sylvan, patois or even wild tongue this ancient language is today limited to those who survive by living off the land, often in extreme hardship: gamekeepers, poachers, herdsmen, hunters, outriders, scouts, trappers and woodsmen.

Essentially it consists of a mixture of local dialects, vocabulary specific to landscape and, in certain cases birdcalls.

Lexicon

Brook – course stream of water that follows a spring, often seasonal, usually fordable

Clearing – tract of land within a wood or other overgrown area from which trees and other obstructions have been removed.

Creek – channel or stream running through a marsh.

Dell – small secluded wooded valley

Dingle – narrow dell

Fallow ground – land left untilled or unsowed after ploughing

Ford –shallow place in a course of water, where one can cross in relative safety (either on foot or horseback)

Forest – defined area of land formerly set aside as a royal hunting ground, as such is subject to forest law and protected by verderer

Glade – naturally open passage through a wood; a tract of land with few or no trees in the middle of a wooded area

Heath – extensive tract of uncultivated open land covered with herbage, usually flowers

Hillock – small hill

Knoll – upper section of hill or hillock

Lowlands – area of land that is low in relation to the surrounding country, often prone to flooding, sometimes marshy

Meadow – tract of grassland, either in its natural state or used for growing hay

Mound – large artificial pile of earth, gravel, sand or rocks, usually for protection, sometimes a burial ground, rarely protection from the elements

Pasture – tract of grassland set aside for grazing by domestic animals

Peak – pointed summit of a hill or mountain

Plowland – land that is ploughed, or suitable for tillage

Ridge – long and narrow upper section of a hill or mountain

River – large natural stream of water emptying into a large body of water such as a lake or sea, usually navigable, only crossable via a ford or bridge.

Scrubland – an area of land that is uncultivated and covered with sparse stunted vegetation

Spring – source of water that breaks through the earth, often seasonal

Stream – course of water with a steady current, rarely navigable

Vale – tract of low ground, or of land between hills. Usually by a river, sometimes marshy

Verderer – officer has the charge of the king’s forest (preserve the vert and venison, keep the assizes, view, receive, and enrol attachments and presentments of all manner of trespasses)

Woods – dense growth of trees or underbrush covering a relatively small or confined area

Bird calls

	Crow
	shrill cawing
	success

	Cuckoo
	two-note call
	disagreement

	Duck
	guttural quacking
	retreat

	Hawk
	throaty screech
	ready

	Owl
	long hooting
	hide

	Pigeon
	soft cooing
	trick

	Raven
	croaking cry
	attack, charge

	Robin
	cheerful piping
	agreement

	Starling
	short chirping
	regroup

	Woodpecker
	sharp knocking
	warning, danger, look sharp


